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Dear Scale Indoor Flyer         





16th March 2010
BMFA SCALE INDOOR NATIONALS  AT NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY SPORTS CENTRE – SUNDAY 25th  APRIL 2010 plus pre-Nats Trimming Weekend at RAF DIGBY ON 10/11 APRIL 

I’m a little later than usual getting this out but hopefully you’re all beavering away with new models for this year’s Nats!   As usual, these will be held at Nottingham University Sports Centre on Sunday 25th April.  If entry numbers permit I intend to follow the familiar programme that seems to work reasonably well.  We will run Kit Scale in addition to the 4 main events of Open Rubber, CO2/Electric, Peanut and Pistachio in the main hall.  The fun events will also include the pylon race and “anything goes except No-Cal” rubber scale all up-last down fly-off.  We will not be running No-Cal as a competition class this year as it was not well supported last time and the general consensus was that it is a ‘duration’ class and does not interest the majority of Scale flyers.   

Please fill in the Nats entry form attached and return it to me with your entry fees to reach me by 20th April at the latest.   This is essential so that we can adjust the flying programme to accommodate the entries in each class.  There will also be an entry form in the next BMFA News.  If you would like the public to acknowledge your handiwork it is also helpful if you would fill out a copy of Commentator’s Notes for each of your entries and return them to me either by email or in the post with your entry form.  You can of course bring them along or fill one in on the day but things do get a bit busy and it’s one less thing to worry about if they’re done in advance.   There will be full cafeteria catering available this year as the University has tightened up its catering contract.  This does mean that the sports centre will take the profits so it is more important than ever that we bring in the viewing public and have a good raffle to cover our costs.  So please spread the word, drag some club mates along to spectate or fun fly and if you have any spare kits, books, DVDs or anything else appropriate, please bring them along for the raffle.  I understand that Stefan Gasparin and friends from the Czech Republic are coming this year so that alone should be well worth making the effort. 

As always, running the Nationals takes a large team of judges, timekeepers and helpers to set up, man the door, sell raffle tickets, and to commentate to keep the spectators informed.  If you would like to offer your services (or those of a loved one or club mate) to help with any of these jobs, please let me know by email or phone as soon as possible.   It makes my life so much easier if I don’t have to ask or cajole.   

As last year I have also booked a joint RAFMAA/BMFA weekend at RAF Digby to allow for trimming of new models prior to the Nats.  This will be on 10/11 April - the weekend after Easter.  This will be a very informal affair with BMFA Scale flying primarily on the Sunday but the hangar will also be available on Saturday for those who want it under invitation by RAFMAA. The only comps will be Open Scale and Peanut on Sunday run to the very relaxed RAFMAA formula of ‘grab the judges when you’re ready to fly’.  Static judging will also be less rigorous than you can expect at the Nats!  This will not be a centralised BMFA competition as such so there will be no certificates or additional entry fees but if there are sufficient entries we will provide a few prizes.  This is primarily a trimming and fun flying event to get us in the mood for the Nats.  The cost is just £10 for a full day’s flying which you can pay on the day but I do need names in advance (either by email or fill in the attached form) to get you on the list for security.  Once I have your name you’ll be on the list for both days so you can turn up on either or both. If there is a demand for it we will set aside a few sessions for Scale R/C flying.  Speaking of which, you may have read in the magazines that we intended to run a full Scale Indoor R/C event this spring.   This was an aspiration but there has just not been time to organize and publicise it properly.   We will try to set one up as soon as we can fit it into the programme.   

Finally, I have been running Scale Indoor for 4 years now and would really like to get back to some competitive flying myself – both indoors and out.  I would ideally like to start handing over the reins this year and let someone else take over the mantle of organization for next year’s Nats – although I will be happy to assist and make it a painless as possible.  It is only as hard as you want to make it – but it is very rewarding.  If you think you could give something back to the sport and want to give it a go please get in touch with me for a chat (in confidence and without commitment!).

If not at Digby, I’ll see you at Nottingham.

Best Regards,

Ian Pallister

Chairman Scale Technical Committee

NB.  If you are now on email and received this by post, please send me a message so I can pick up your address and minimise postal charges.  Similarly, if you would like to be taken off the Scale Indoor distribution list, please let me know. 

Enclosures:

Nationals Entry Form.

Nationals Commentator’s Notes.

Digby Entry Form.

